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Sunday 26 June 2022
Anglican Parish of Chelmer-Graceville, Brisbane

Nic Denny-Dimitriou 
Readings:


Galatians 5: 1 & 13-25  
Freedom in Christ / Fruit of the Spirit


Luke 9: 51-62      

Discipleship themes

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
My focus this morning is the NT passage from Paul’s letter to the Christians in Galatia.  Paul is clear about what enslaves us, and what the Spirit brings to us in freedom.  He gives us two lists:

Verses 19-21 present a list of what apparently enslaves us: 
-       fornication
-       impurity
-       licentiousness
-       idolatry
-       sorcery
-       enmities
-       strife
-       jealousy 

-       anger
-       quarrels
-       factions
-       envy
-       drunkenness
-       carousing
and verses 22-23 present us with a list of what he calls spiritual “fruits”
(elaborate on the analogy; can use both the singular “fruit” and plural “fruits”) 
-       love
-       joy
-       peace
-       patience
-       kindness
-       generosity
-       faithfulness
-       gentleness, and 

-       self-control

(chorus often sung, with kids and in church, “The fruit of the Spirit is…”) 
It is helpful to note that these are not simply lists of forbidden versus desirable activities.  They are about how we relate to one another.  
Each quality Paul identifies is about 
-       how we treat one another 
-       how we relate to creation
-       how we relate with God
-       how we value relationships
The Choice – a meditation on Galatians 5:1 & 13-25

[Minor changes from the original]

Max Lucado, “When God whispers your name” (W Publishing Group 1999) 
It's quiet. It's early. The coffee is hot. The sky is still dark. The world is still asleep. The day is coming.

 

In a few moments the day will roar down the track with the rising sun. The dawn stillness will be exchanged for the noise of the day. The calm of solitude will be replaced by the pounding pace of the human race. The refuge of the early morning will be invaded by decisions to be made and deadlines to be met. 

It is now that I must make a choice. 
God gives us freedom of choice, and so I choose.

I choose love 
No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness. I choose love. Today I choose to love God and what God loves.

I choose joy 
I will invite God to be the God of circumstance. I will refuse the temptation to be cynical. I will refuse to see people as anything less than human beings created by God. I will refuse to see any difficulty as anything less than an opportunity to see God at work.

I choose peace  

I will live forgiven. I will forgive so that I may live.

I choose patience 
I will overlook the inconveniences of the world. Instead of berating the one who takes my place I'll invite them to do so. Rather than complain that the wait is too long, I will thank God for the moment to be still... for the moment to pray. 

I choose kindness 
I will be kind to the poor for they are alone; kind to the rich, for they are afraid; and kind to the unkind - for that is how God has treated me. 
I choose goodness 
I will go without a dollar before taking a dishonest one, be overlooked rather than boast. I choose goodness.

I choose faithfulness 
Today I will keep my promises. Debtors will not regret their trust. Associates will not question my word. My family will not question my love. And my children need never fear that their parent will choose to leave them and not come home.

I choose gentleness 
Nothing is won, ever, by force. I choose to be gentle. If I raise my voice, may it be only in praise. If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer. 
I choose self-control 
We are spiritual beings. After this body is dead, our spirit will soar. I refuse to allow that which will decay, to rule the eternal. I choose self-control.  I will be influenced primarily by God. I will be taught by Jesus. I choose self-control. 
Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control:  To these I will commit the day.  

Where I do well, I shall give thanks to God.  

Where I fail, I shall seek grace. 
And when this day is done, I shall give thanks to God, and rest.

Amen
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

About 700 words (taken slowly, with short “reflection spaces” reading the Meditation)
